March 13, 2012

Award Committee Chair

It is my pleasure to nominate Deborah McCurdy for the YSU Pin Award.  I met Deborah the summer of 2009 when she came to see me about enrolling as a student to finish a degree she had begun in the 70’s at a community college in another part of the country.  As a new resident of Boardman with her husband, she was looking to prepare herself for employment.  Deb and I had talked about the classes she already completed, and it looked like she would need a minimum of two full years to finish a degree.  At that time it seemed a little overwhelming and she wasn’t sure where the funding would come from and if she could do it.  I always believed in her and knew she could do it, but the decision had to be hers.  She did at one point have her own company, so she knew the value of commitment, hard work, and perseverance along with a positive attitude.  

As sometimes it happens, life can present challenges and Deborah had several to deal with.  She decided to put the return to college on hold for the moment, but never forgot about it.  She came back to see me the following spring planning to attend summer 2010 to get a head start.  She had a plan, a source of funding, and a deadline that she had to complete the degree in two years.  
Deb made the contacts with her three previous colleges to provide the course descriptions for review.  I immediately could imagine Deborah in a leadership role in whatever position she applied for because of her commitment, perseverance, and her positive attitude about what had to be done and her desire to make it happen.
Deb’s leadership skills became very apparent in her positions as vice-president and then president of Lambda Pi Eta.  She holds membership in Phi Kappa Phi and Golden Key International.  She is on the Dean’s Advisory Board, College of Fine & Performing Arts, and is vice-president of the League of Railway Industry Women.

The entire time she has been enrolled at YSU she has achieved nothing less that A’s, so her GPA is 4. Deb is a motivator to others in the class because of her caring, and dedication to education.  She will make time to share her experiences and listen to students who ask advice.  Deb also knows the value of community service in addition to her scholastic achievements.  She has taken the initiative to involve herself in helping others through marketing a cause and being an outstanding fundraiser too.  She has been a participant and organizer for Relay for Life, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Spaghetti Dinner, and Making Kids Count Blanket Drive.  She has organized a committee for Animal Charities fundraiser.  Deb is a member of Trees for Tracks, the CSX railroad community service project to plant a tree for every mile of track they operate.  This group planted the first tree in an inner-city Philadelphia school playground.  Deb is a Victim’s Advocate in Domestic Relations Court (Youngstown) helping to assist victims with the legal process of obtaining a civil protection order.  Deborah is an outstanding model for leadership in so many areas.  Deborah McCurdy has earned the YSU Pin Award.
Sincerely

Mary Lou Weingart, Senior Academic Advisor, F&PA

